Music development plan summary:
Lime Academy Larkswood

Overview
Detail Information
Academic year that this summary covers 2025-2026
Date this summary was published September 2025
Date this summary will be reviewed September 2026
Name of the school music lead Jade Le
Name of school leadership team member with Nancy Dibley
responsibility for music (if different)
Name of local music hub Lime Academy
Name of other music education organisation(s) Waltham Forest Music School
(if partnership in place) Rocksteady

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across
three areas — curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences — and
what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and
parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our
pupils’ music education.

Part A: Curriculum music

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and
any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.

Here at Larkswood, we use CUSP for our Music scheme to support delivery of this
area of the curriculum. CUSP Primary | CUSP (unity-curriculum.co.uk).

Each half term, one unit is taught (six lessons per unit). Each lesson has one hour of
teaching and learning time allocated allowing teachers to adapt their timetables to be
flexible to plan, deliver and evaluate each unit effectively. The CUSP scheme is
inclusive for all pupils and support is provided to ensure the learning is supported for
those with special educational needs (SEND) and accessible for our disabled pupils.
The scheme itself builds on skills and knowledge through KS1 and KS2 and has a
clear knowledge and skills progression.

Here's how it looks:



https://www.unity-curriculum.co.uk/more-information/primary/

e 6 blocks (a year) of specialist planned Music teaching for Years 1-6. Model,
making connections where meaningful and purposeful.

e Focus on core areas of study: performing, composing, musical notation, study of
seminal musicians and compositions, study of the history of music.

o Cross-cutting threads of evaluating, interpreting, connecting and developing
preferences.

o References to key musicians, styles and compositions that have influenced
music as we know it.

e Knowledge based with skill development.

o Using CUSP as a model, making connections where meaningful and purposeful.
o Focus on high-quality development of children as musicians.

e Music and video resources to support delivery.

o CPD videos to support staff with implementation and delivery.

e CUSP discount to Sing Up.

There is a Music assembly for KS1 and KS2 once a week for 15 minutes providing
further opportunities to learn to sing and promote enjoyment of this subject.

The music lead has termly hub meetings with all the other music leads within the trust
to share ideas and support.

Part B: Co-curricular music

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time,
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music
beyond the core curriculum.

Larkswood offers guitar and piano tuition to all its pupil for a small fee. This is a
peripatetic service run by Waltham Forest Music Service. For families experiencing
financial hardship, they can apply to the school for a subsidised rate.

These range from one-to-one to small-groups depending on demand and ability of
individuals. The tuition lessons are taught by professional specialists outside of the
classroom and the music lead monitors the progress, enjoyment and availability to
support the pupils. Both teachers spend at least one whole day here at Larkswood to
ensure the individual 20 minute or group 40 minute lessons are delivered with enough
time to evaluate progress with the pupils.

A specialist from Waltham Forest Music school also delivers weekly ukulele lessons to
one cohort a year (this has been Year 4 for the past 2 years). The school provides




every pupil with their own ukulele for these sessions. The children are exposed to
music notation and begin to read music during these sessions across the year.

Rocksteady is another organisation that we work with to offer further opportunities for
pupils with a particular interest or skill in Music. Pupils are put into bands and
individuals are taught how to develop their skills in a range of instruments from drums
or guitars to voice. Confidence and enjoyment are the key principles and at the end of
each term the bands perform to their parents in the school hall. The pupils are bought
together once a week to learn and rehearse. This is a paid for enrichment activity but
the school does financially support children in receipt of pupil premium to attend these
sessions if appropriate.

Larkswood also offers further enrichment in the form of extra-curricular clubs. Last year
we ran two recorder/singing groups, one for younger and another for older learners.
These focused on pitch, rhythm, genres of songs and call and response songs. These
are free clubs for all pupils to enjoy.

Part C: Musical experiences

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.

e Weekly singing in assemblies where the music lead explicitly teaches choral
singing skills

e Nursery, Reception and Year one rehearse and perform their own musical
nativity show to parents every year.

e Year 6 rehearse and perform a leaving show at the end of the year.

e We have termly singing performances for parents to attend from Reception to
Y6— Winter/ Christmas, Spring and End of year/ Summer themed. These are a
highlight of the school calendar and are a fantastic opportunity for the children to
learn and develop performance skills.

e There are opportunities for cross curricular learning as we include ‘experience
days’ for the delivery of Writing at Larkswood. All year groups will have at least
one ‘experience’ delivered by the school or professional organisations to support
this learning with elements of music e.qg. fairy tale workshop includes singing
and dancing for Year One. Depending on the specific musical event, pupils are
either audience or involved or both.

e Our weekly singing and recorder club provided pupils with the opportunity to
develop their musical skills, culminating in performances at our local care home.




In the future

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.

e We would like to offer another instrument for our pupils provided by Waltham
Forest Music School and increase uptake (violin to be re-introduced).

e Broaden the scope of clubs (ie. have a ukulele club for the children who learnt
ukelele in Y4 last year to continue to develop their sKkills this year)

e Look to introduce another year group to learn an instrument

e Broaden the scope of the end of term singing performances to introduce some
opportunities for percussion instruments to be performed. Those children who
learn an instrument could have a chance to accompany the singers or perform
as a group.

Further information (optional)

https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com

https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/schools-education-and-learning/schools-and-
colleges/music-service



https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/
https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/schools-education-and-learning/schools-and-colleges/music-service
https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/schools-education-and-learning/schools-and-colleges/music-service
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