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MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER  

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I hope you have all had all a restful and enjoyable half term break. 

 

Starting back to School 

We are delighted with the news that the Government have announced that schools will reopen for all children 
on the 8

th
 March.  We cannot wait to welcome the children back, and have been busy updating our school risk 

assessment, and reopening plans.  

 

Risk Assessments 

Our schools risk assessment is being updated in line with any new guidance, and will be available on our   
website next week.  

 

Attendance & Punctuality 

All pupils are expected to return to school on 8th March 2021 as long as they are fit and well. The Government 
have advised that attendance will be compulsory for all students unless a statutory reason applies. Standard 
attendance    procedures will resume, including schools having a responsibility to record attendance and follow 
up absence through our Education Welfare Team.   Please be aware that term time holidays will NOT be    
approved.  Where leave of absence is taken during term time without permission you may be issued with    
Education Penalty Notice fines.   

 

Previous arrangements for drop-off and pick-up times will remain the same as they were in the Autumn term: 

 

 

We have reviewed the entrance times to school, and in order to maximise learning, ensure better health & 
safety, and avoid exposure to the elements, children will now walk directly in to school and greeted at their 
designated entrance by their class teachers – the same as during our wet weather arrangements last term. 

 

Cont   

School starts at 8.50am for all children 

  
Mornings Afternoons 

Gate Opens Gate Closes Gate Opens Gate Closes 

Nursery & Reception 8.30am 8.50am 3.15pm 

  

3.30pm 

  

Key Stages 1 & 2 8.30am 8.50am 3.15pm 3.30pm 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER  

Curriculum 

As we begin this half term, we continue to thank both children and parents for your continued efforts, energy 
and focus on home learning. We have seen so many examples of brilliant learning, excellent outcomes and 
engagement on Seesaw and Tapestry.   When all children return to school on the 8

th
 March, we will begin a 

Recovery Curriculum, just as we did back in September, which focused on reintroducing children back in to the 
school; prioritising their wellbeing embedding routines, building confidence in core learning skills, and  
strengthening relationships. 

 

Breakfast & Afterschool Club 

 

Our LEAP breakfast & After school clubs will be fully re-open to all registered children. 

 

Communications   

We will continue to communicate regularly with parents/carers and stakeholders, through the following        
platforms: 

 a weekly Newsletter, including any key messages, updates on the children's learning and whole school 
celebrations. 

 our online learning platforms, SeeSaw and Tapestry which will continue to be used for weekly home    
learning 

 SchoolComms for texts, emails and letters to communicate regarding important updates or events 

 the school website, which will include any important school notices 

Covid related communications such as bubble closures and isolation, or if there is a confirmed case in school, 
letters will be sent directly to those year groups affected. 

Given the guidance around minimising contact, we kindly ask that all parents contact the office via telephone 
or email, if you have any questions or concerns.  

 

We will continue to monitor both the health and safety conditions of our school extremely closely, along with 
any emerging guidance from relevant bodies over the coming weeks.  Our overarching priority is to ensure that 
our whole school community, our pupils, colleagues and families are safely able to access our school. 

 

I must thank you again for all of your continued efforts and relentless support to the school during this term and        
beyond; the entire Larkswood school community, whether here in school, or at home, has been a phenomenal 
source of strength and motivation to the entire staff body, of which we are most grateful. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 
Brendan Plunkett 
Headteacher  
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Please find below a list of dates for the Spring Term These dates are provisional and could be     

subject to change.  

Red = Additions to previous newsletter 

  

08/03/21 Welcoming The Whole School Back To School  

12/03/21 World Book Day—Further details to follow   

19/03/21 Red Nose Day - Comic Relief  - Further details to follow 

01/04/21 Thursday 1st April—Easter Holiday  
Break Up (1:30pm finish) 

19/04/21 Monday 19th April 
Return date (staff and children) 

 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

With the children returning to school on the 8 March 2021  please click on the below link 

 https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/content/free-school-meals to view the eligibility criteria.  

ONLINE COVID 19  GUIDANCE 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance and support - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)  

A POLITE REMINDER 
 

Please do keep your child's ParentPay account in credit at all times. Thank you  

Thank you. 

 

https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/content/free-school-meals
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
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SELF CARE WELL-BEING  

 
We have attached a 'Self care well-being' poster. The staff at Larkswood are going to adopt this approach to their 

next week. It's important to be reflective and active in taking care of yourself. We believe the lovely ideas are 
practical, realistic and therefore beneficial to all members of our community - adults and children alike.  
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TIMES TABLES ROCKSTAR  

 
We have seen an excellent response to our Times Table Rockstar Tournament with many children          
improving their scores through repetition and practise. Knowing multiplication facts, or times tables, is a   
really important core skill for children to develop during their primary education. These facts, and the linked 
division facts, will help them to work out fractions, written calculations and, later, with work on algebra.     
Children are expected to know all of their multiplication tables by the end of Year 4 so make sure to plan in 
some time each day to rehearse as this will help develop instant recall. 

 

OUR SCHOOL LIBRARY  
 

We are so lucky to have such a fantastic school library. It is a wonderful space which has seen a lot of     
refurbishment and development in the last two years. The children love the library and it is such an asset to 
have. During our weekly library sessions our aim is to encourage independent book choosing, to learn about 
different authors and genres and to use the books for research amongst many other skills. We 
teach the importance of caring for books, placing them correctly onto the shelves and treating them        
carefully.  

 

As we get ready to return to school on March 8
th
, please have ready your school library books, Reading 

Challenge books and levelled reading books ready to return. Please hand into your class teacher. Please 
remember to bring your reading record with you in your book bag every day! Which books have you read at 
home? We can’t wait to hear all about them.  
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At Larkswood the World Book Day is always one of the highlights of our year! This year we are  moving the date 
in order to ensure the children can enjoy the day back together with their classmates in school so we will have 
our World Book Day on Friday 12

th
 March.  

 

We have a range of engaging activities planned across the week for all year groups to help us celebrate our 
love of reading. We also have our very own ‘The Masked Reader’ quiz- will you guess the readers behind the 
masks? The week will end with the fantastic dress up day- please come to school dressed as your favourite 
book character. Will you be Matilda from ‘Maltilda’? Grandpa from  ‘Grandpa’s Great Escape?’, Sophie from 
‘The Tiger that came to tea’  or Ahmet from ‘Boy at the Back of the Class? We cannot wait to see you in your 
costumes and see the world of children’s literature come alive at Larkswood!  

 

 

 


