
 

 

10 November 2020 
Dear Parent/carer, 
  
This academic year, your child will be taking the statutory multiplication tables check (MTC) in June 2021. The 
purpose of this check is to determine whether pupils can fluently recall their times tables up to 12 x 12, which is an 
expectation of the National Curriculum for Year 4.  
 
How the check will run 

 The MTC will be carried out on an iPad 

 Children will have 25 times tables questions to answer 

 They will have 6 seconds to answer each question, with 3 seconds in between each question 

 The check should take no longer than 5 minutes to complete 

 There will be no problem solving or division questions. Just simple “3 x 7 = ?” Type questions 

 Questions will be selected from the 121 number facts that make up the multiplication tables from 2 to 12, 
with a particular focus on the 6, 7, 8, 9 and 12 times tables, as they are considered to be the most 
challenging 

 
Preparing for the check 
As you know, we are subscribed to Times Tables Rockstars, which replicates the format of the check using the ‘Sound 
Check’ mode, so children will have plenty opportunities to practise answering questions in this format before the 
official check begins. 

In order to prepare your child at home, we ask that you regularly practise times tables with them and make use of 
the online resources available. Some of the techniques you can use at home include: 

 Practising times tables by rote 

 Asking your child multiplication questions out of order – such as ‘What’s 11x12? What’s 5x6?’ 

 Using arrays to help your child memorise times tables – you can use fun objects like Smarties or Lego bricks 
to make it more entertaining 

 Giving your child word problems to test their skills, for example ‘If Peter has 8ml of orange juice and needs 
to share it between four friends, how much can they each have?’ 

 Using times tables apps such as Times Table Rock Stars 

 Singing times tables using songs. There are also lots of times table songs on YouTube where times tables 
are sung to the tune of popular pop songs. This is an effective way of encouraging your child to remember 
them 

  
Reporting of results  
Results will be available once all participating pupils have taken the check. We will then share your child’s score with 
you. Statistics on MTC data will be published on GOV.UK at a local authority and national level by October 2021. This 
will help schools understand how they are performing.  School and individual pupil data will not be published.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Year 4 Team 
 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-arrays
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-two-step-and-multi-step-problems
https://www.theschoolrun.com/best-times-tables-apps-for-kids

