
LARKSWOOD NEWS 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we are now ending the fifth week of home learning we have had many conversations with some parents and carers about your 

experiences with supporting your children with home learning at the present time. We know the majority of you are now accessing 

learning via SEESAW and we have received some great feedback about this.  

Many of us at Larkswood are also parents and so are also in the situation where we are finding ourselves adjusting to the ‘new nor-

mal’ of combining working from home, childcare, our children’s learning and the day to day running  of a home. I think we would all 

agree that some days run more smoothly than others!  

We thought we would get together a few top tips to support your child’s learning at home by collating some of the ideas passed on 

by some of you and some from our staff. From the incredible response we have had from SEESAW we know that the quality of 

learning continues to be high and we are in awe at the resilience of our pupils and families in the light of such change.  

 

Ten Top Tips for effective home learning:  

 Try to set up a suitable ‘work area’ for the learning to take place each day. If the desk/ table is being used by others in the 

household, smaller children could set up on the coffee table or side table. If the same space is used each day it soon be-

comes part of the routine.  

 Try to stick to the same time each day- this way the children will come to expect it and are ready to learn 

 If possible try to do the learning in the morning- we all feel fresher in the morning and other important activities can’t get in 

the way . 

 Ask your child what they’d like to do afterwards- whether it be a movie, a daily walk, Lego time,  some time in the garden 

etc- if they know what’s happening afterwards they’ll be keen to complete it. 

 Try to limit distractions- this is hard when there is a lot of activity in the house but where possible have radios and TVs off 

 Have small breaks after each task- tell the children how long these will be for (if it helps to get them to return to learning, 

set a timer) 

 Where there are 2 or more children in a family and supporting them both to the same extent is tricky, try to focus on one 

task with each child each day and encourage them to work independently whilst you work with their sibling. 

 Don’t feel under pressure! Of course, it is great if you can complete all tasks but we would say that the tasks are there for 

you to do ‘all, most or some of’. 

 Remember to make learning  fun, give the children ownership of their learning by asking how they’d like to respond to the 

task; upload videos, make use of the voice notes, decorate learning with illustrations, set out learning in different ways, 

create a document to upload, show findings in the form of spider diagrams, fact files and lists etc. Don’t feel that there is a 

‘right’ or ‘wrong’ way to respond to the learning. Just have a go and hopefully enjoy it!  

 If children are often reluctant to do their learning please contact your class teacher via Seesaw- it’s surprising what an en-

couraging friendly message from their teacher can do!  

 

Wishing you a lovely long weekend. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Nancy Dibley  

 

Deputy Head  
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ISABELLA SINGER IN 6KF IS A  

FINALIST  FOR DAN SNOW VE DAY CHALLENGE! 

We are very impressed to see Isabella's VE day 

painting has been selected for the finals! Isabella has 

always loved art and its great to see it been            

recognised!! Fingers Crossed she gets a mention in 

the one show. 

FUN TIMES CELEBRATING VE DAY AT SCHOOL  

This week at Larkswood the children have used their maths and cooking skills to make cupcakes to celebrate VE Day 
and to thank the NHS! They measured and combined the ingredients perfectly and decorated their cakes after they 

were cooked! Don’t they look lovely? 

Here are some of the children made Flags, bunting and crowns and had a lovely time. e photos of bunting for VE 
Day that the children made.  

In Nursery the children made Flags, bunting and crowns and had a lovely time.  

SAFE DISTANCING  

This week we have focused on how to keep ourselves 
safe during this time. Here is Miss Pipe and Mrs Nathan 

teaching the children about social distancing in big 
suits!  
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RECEPTION HOME LEARNING  

This week in Reception, we have been reading the text Supertato. The children have done some fantastic work with 
their learning by retelling the story. This week’s task was to create their own Superhero or Supertato using various 
materials. They have answered some of the questions which was set and told us about what super-power they would 
want and why. Below are some images of some of the proud children with their Superhero they have created.  

  

 

Every week in Reception, the children are given a story to read along with an activity to complete. This week we have 

been reading ‘Michael Recycle’ written by Ellie Bethel. The children did lots of researching on what recycle means and 

spoke about their feelings about a clean town from the story. The children used junk modelling of the old boxes, cans 

and other materials which could be reused around their house to create their own ‘Recycling Robot’. The recycling 

robot went on an adventure to look for some items around the house, which can be recycled. Below are some pictures 

of the proud children with their recycling robot. 

 

Look at some of the beautiful rainbows that some of our Reception children have made for the NHS. 
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HOME LEARNING HELP  

 

 
 
StarLine home learning helpline 
   
StarLine – a new home learning telephone helpline - is now live to support parents and carers nationwide. 

  
A group of partners including David Ross Education Trust, Freshworks, Future Academies, Inspiration Trust, 
Mumsnet, Oak National Academy, PLMR, StarAcademies, Triple P    Positive Parenting Program and United 
Learning have come together to create and deliver StarLine. Each partner has pledged their people, exper-
tise and resources to support     StarLine. This initiative is supported and welcomed by CST and also by the 
DfE. 
  
StarLine will help parents and carers in the following ways: 
  
By providing access to a team of qualified teachers, education and parenting experts. 
By focussing on providing practical ideas, support and reassurance. 
By offering tips, techniques and resources to enable parents to give their children the    support they need 
to continue learning while schools are closed. 
By supporting family wellbeing and mental health. 
By covering all phases of education and subjects plus behaviour, pupil wellbeing and SEND. 
  
StarLine is available to parents and carers of pupils from all schools nationwide. Free,  confidential advice is 
available six days a week by phoning the StarLine team on 0330 313 9162. For more information, vis-
it www.starline.org.uk 

  
The team behind StarLine will also be broadcasting a weekly programme on YouTube. In each episode of 
StarLive, a guest presenter will share practical ideas for home learning. Further details can be found on the 
StarLine website.
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