
LARKSWOOD NEWS 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

What a week!  Earlier this week we saw Year 4 
head for the Ragged School Museum - The Ragged 
School Museum is housed in a group of three canal
-side buildings which once formed the largest 
“ragged” or free school in London. The children 
thoroughly enjoyed this immersive Victorian        
experience and gained a lot of insight of days gone 
by. 

 

This week was also our core book launch for your 
child’s literacy units and I have been so impressed 
with the level of reading and writing that has come 
from their engagement in their new texts.  Year 3 
have been captivated with The Abominable by Dan 
Snowman, and year 6 gripped with ‘Floodland’ by 
Marcus Sedgwick.  The most important thing you 
can do with your child is set some time for them to 
read each day – 30 minutes is a good target. It is 
also incredibly powerful to listen to your child read 
and also to read to them – at any age. Children now 
have access to an exceptionally well-resourced 
class library and main school library which they visit 
each week – please ensure they are making use of 
this and always have a book to read from school. 

 

And lastly – our new Excellence Awards were 
launched this week with the children!  Excellence 
Awards are given from a range of adults across the 
school, including myself and other senior leaders as 
we look to identify superstars in every year group 
who represent all of our values and have             
exceptional attitude, conduct and effort in their 
learning. Keep an eye out in the newsletter for 
some photos. 

 

Have a wonderful weekend. 

Brendan Plunkett 

Headteacher 
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Please do keep your child’s 

ParentPay account in  

credit at all times 

ATTENDANCE  

13th January to 17th January 2020 

        Whole school attendance  – 95.4% 

Whole school target : 

 

Celebrating Attendance 

Best class attendance this week goes to… 

KS1: 1KJ -  99%  

KS2: 4DO  - 99.2%  

 

Best class Punctualities this week goes 

to: 

     KS1: 2RH with no lates! 

     KS2: 3JM 

Little Larks Stay and Play Session 

Unfortunately Stay & Play is cancelled this 

half-term. It will resume again from Monday 

24th February.  
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Please find below a list of dates for the Spring term. These dates are     
provisional and could be subject to change.  

 
  

20/01/20 Music for Schools Enrolment Evening for Key Stage 2 Parents Only (Years 
3 to 6) 3:35pm to 4:30pm 

06/02/20 Class Photos will be taken 

14/02/20 Last Day of Term - school finishes at normal time 

17/02/20 to  

21/02/20 

 

February Half -Term 

24/02/20 Children return to school 

25/02/20 Nurse Drop In Session - 9:15am to 10:15am 

03/03/20 & 
05/03/20 

Reception Height , Weight, Vision and Hearing Test 

05/03/20 World Book Day 

09/03/20 Parent Internet Awareness Session (time to be confirmed) - Online Safety 
for Children 

09/03/20  
to  

13/03/20 

Sport Relief Week 

17/03/20 Nurse Drop In Session - 9:15am to 10:15am 

17/03/20 Year 6 Parents Evening 3:30pm - 5:30pm 

18/03/20 Year 6 Parents Evening 3:30pm - 5:30pm 

18/03/20 Year 5 - Voice in a Million concert 

02/04/20 Last day of term - school finishes at 1:30pm 

03/04/20 to  

17/04/20 

 

Easter Holidays 

20/04/20 Children return to school 
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Please find below a list of dates for the Summer term. These dates are      
provisional and could be subject to change. 

 

  

20/04/20 to 
24/04/20 

Celebrating ‘William Shakespeare’ week 

22/04/20 World Earth Day 

23/04/20 Parents Evening 3:30pm - 8:00pm 

30/04/20 Key Stage 2 (Years 3 to 6) Sports Day 8:30am - 12:30pm 

30/04/20 Reception Sports Day 1:00pm - 3:00pm 

01/05/20 Key Stage 1 (Years 1 to 2) Sports Day 8:30am - 12:00pm 

08/05/20 May Bank Holiday (School closed on this day) 

11/05/20 Children return to school 

11/05/20   
to  

14/05/20 

 

Year 6 SATs  

19/05/20 Year 5 Prospective Residential Mill Rythe Meeting 33:30pm - 5:30pm 

22/05/20 Last day of Term - school closes at normal time 

25/05/20  
to 

29/05/20 

 

May Half -Term 

01/06/20 Children return to school 

02/06/20 Year 6 Residential Mill Rythe Kit Preparation Meeting 3:30pm - 5:30pm 

18/06/20 EYFS International Day - 1:30pm to 2:30pm 

29/06/20  

To 

03/07/20  

 

Year 6 - Residential Mill Rythe Trip 

04/07/20 Summer Fair 

06/07/20 to 
10/07/20 

Year 5 & 6 Bikeability week (Letters will be sent out in May 2020) 

13/07/20 to 
16/07/20 

Year 5 & 6 Bikeability week (Letters will be sent out in May 2020) 

09/07/20 Year 6 Prom - 6:00pm to 8:00pm 

17/07/20 Last Day of Term - school finishes at 1:30pm 
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TROPHY AWARDS 
This week saw the launch of our Trophy awards. Children across the school have been awarded the 

trophies for showing ‘Excellence’ and upholding the school values. The children were presented with 

their trophies in class- this was a surprise for them! It was great to see their class mates so proud and 

supportive too. These trophies will sit in pride of place on their desks for the next week. Each of the 

children received a pin badge to keep and wear with pride. Congratulations to all of our winners this 

week we are proud so of you.  
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TROPHY AWARDS 
This week's trophy winner in Reception is Olivia for challenging herself in all areas of her learning this 
week and developing her confidence in carpeted discussions. Olivia is beginning to write sentences 
independently. 
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TASTER DAY SUCCESS! 

 
Yesterday saw our ‘Italian taster day!’ where over 40 children, who normally bring a packed lunch try 

our tasty school dinners instead! Meatballs, cannelloni and garlic bread were on the menu and the 

feedback from the children was great! We had red and white tablecloths, Italian bunting and flags hung 

from the walls - if it wasn't for the cold weather, we would've believed we were in Italy itself! 

All children ate for free yesterday so if your child was just joining us for the day or your child normally 

eats a school dinner, your ParentPay will not be charged. If your child would like to swap from packed 

lunch to school dinners, please inform the school office. 
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YEAR 4 - RAGGED SCHOOL MUSEUM 
 

Year 4 had an amazing time at the Ragged School Museum this week. They learnt about what life 

would have been like for a poor Victorian family living in a one roomed Victorian house in East        

London.  

The children were given the opportunity to have a unique, hands on experience at trying out chores 

that real life Victorian children would have done. They heard about the history of the Ragged School 

and saw images and artefacts from this era.  

Not only that, the children travelled back in time and actually became Victorian children in the        

classroom. The teacher did a superb job as the very strict teacher as she taught them. The children 

were wonderfully behaved as they immersed themselves into the experience.  
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RECEPTION AND NURSERY READ, WRITE, SLEEP EVENT 

Yesterday, EYFS enjoyed an evening of Read, Write and Sleep. The children were read stories by 
Percy the Park keeper, A Fox in Socks, Alice (from wonderland) and the shopkeeper from                 
Supermarket Zoo. They then created their own stories, and made props and pictures for their         
characters. The children then used their acting skills to share their stories.  
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     CLASS PHOTOS 

Thursday 6th February 2020 

This is a gentle reminder that class photos will be taking place on Thursday 6th February. Please      
ensure your child is wearing the full and correct uniform. 

 

 

 

MUSIC FOR SCHOOLS - (YEARS 3, 4, 5 AND 6 ONLY) 

On Wednesday, the children in KS2 were wowed in a    
special assembly with ‘The Music Man’ provided by the 
Music for Schools Foundation. They got to see how       
instruments such as: the trumpet, clarinet, flute and       
saxophone work, heard how they sounded, identified the 
familiar tunes and some of the     children even got to have 
a go! 

If you are interested in your child learning one of these    

instruments at school, there will be a parent enrolment 

evening on Monday 20th January at 3:35pm in the school 

hall. A representative from Music for Schools will be      

present and the children will get an opportunity to try the 

instruments on offer. The representative will also give a 

professional assessment of their suitability. An information 

leaflet went home with your child earlier this week. If you 

are interested in attending, please hand the completed 

form to the school office by Monday 9am. 
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READING CHALLENGE CERTIFICATES 

 
We are so proud of these incredible readers, they have all been presented with a certificate for their 
KS2 Reading Challenge. Well done to Ari, Dogan, Lily ,Ayaan, Chanel, Iman, Adem, Ariana and Aida 
for receiving their Bronze level award and to Jaya and Sophie for getting their Silver. Amazing! Well 
done...they have the reading bug, do you?  
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SUPER BOOK 
 

This week's Super Book is ‘The Diary of  Wimpy Kid Old 
School’ by Jeff Kinney chosen by Bailee In 5KP. This book 

has been recommended as it is hilariously funny. Bailee 
loved how the character thought a lot about the future and 

related parts of the character to herself!  

 

 

KEY STAGE 2 READING CHALLENGE 2019/20 

Our curriculum and school environment promotes ‘reading widely and often’. We know that reading 

widely and engaging in a full range of genres allows children to develop into confident, fluent readers 

who are able to  access texts with a deeper understanding.  

This year, each KS2 pupil is challenged to ‘read widely and often’ across a variety of genres. How 

many of the genres will you cover? Choose your book from a specific genre, read and enjoy it and then 

complete a book review signed by a parent and hand in to your teacher (printed book review forms are 

available from your teacher). It’s that easy. After 5 books you’ll receive a Bronze Certificate. After 12 

you’ll receive a Silver Certificate and at 20 you’ll receive a Gold Certificate and a Gold Reader Pin 

Badge to wear with pride.  

Keep a record of the genres covered on the checklist in the back of your reading record. Don’t forget to 

tick off the chart in class too! Recommended book lists and genre guidance can be found via the 

school website (go to Pupil Zone and then Home Learning Zone) . Good luck!  
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RECEPTION RESOURCES REQUIRED 

Reception are looking to revamp their outdoor and deconstructed role play areas and would like your 
help! If you have anything that you would like to donate from home or work, they would be most         
appreciative. They would also value any connections to retail/trades for unwanted items. Please see 
below images to get an idea of the areas they would like to create.  

 

Sourcing items such as: 

 tubes and boxes   

 metal pots and pans 

 sheets for painting 

 cushions  

 fabrics 

 metal bin lids and percussion tools for outdoor music 

 gardening tools  

 plant pots  

 stones and pebbles 

 various tubes and boxes  

 various tool and utensils for sculpting clay 

 photo frames 

 wood/stumps 

 artificial flowers for the reading area  

 cable reels 

 

Please only donate items which are safe to use. We will ensure that all items are risk assessed 
before the children are given access. Please speak to a member of the Reception team for more 
information. 
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MUSIC THEATRE WORKSHOP 
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 GENTLE REMINDERS FROM THE SCHOOL OFFICE 

 Reporting Absence 
Parents/carers are responsible for informing the school of any absence by 10am on 0208 529 
4979.  When leaving a message on the absence line, please select option 1 and confirm your 
child's full name, class and the reason for the absence. Absence must be reported daily. 

 Change of Collection/Pick Up                        
We understand that sometimes you may not be able to pick up your child/ren due to unforeseen              
circumstances. Please inform the school office by 2.45pm at the latest, so that we are able to   
inform the class teacher in good time the name of the person who will be collecting instead. 
Thank you for your co-operation and understanding. 

POLITE NOTICE 

Can we please remind all parents/carers that scooters, bicycles, roller skates and skate boards are not 
to be ridden in the school playground. Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

 

SCHOOL TOURS 

We will be holding school tours for prospective new parents every Friday at 9.30am - 10.30am. If you, 

your friends or family are interested in attending please register via the school office on 0208 529 

4979.The next tour is scheduled for FRIDAY 24 JANUARY 2020. 


