
LARKSWOOD NEWS 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

What a week! 

 

Children across the school have had an exceptional 
week of learning – we have welcomed visitors 
across the school, with Reception classes having 
Discover story telling in to bring literacy alive, and 
Year 2 were joined by Wild Science for a very     
special animal workshop linked to their Science       
topic this term. Key Stage 2 had an external review 
of Reading and Writing on Thursday by learning 
specialists from Hackney Learning Trust and     
London Borough of Waltham Forest; which was  
incredibly positive and reassuring to see the quality 
of teaching & learning from the staff and the       
children being able to talk about their learning and 
targets so eloquently.   

 

We are hurtling towards the end of term, with 2.5 
weeks left until we break up on the 18

th
 December 

at 1.30pm – and in the coming weeks you will     
receive targets for your children to work on – please 
speak to your child’s teacher should you wish to  
understand these targets further, or require any 
support in helping at home.  

 

Finally, as we are now in the colder winter months, 
please do ensure your child is bringing appropriate 
outerwear to school. I’d also like to remind you all to 
ensure children have their Larkswood P.E kits on 
the appropriate days as P.E is a very important part 
of the National Curriculum.  

 

Have a lovely weekend. 

 

Brendan Plunkett 

Headteacher 
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Little Larks Stay and Play Session 

Monday 2 December 2019 

9.30am to 11am 

 
 

  

02/12/19 Year 6 Trip to the Harry    
Potter Studio 

02/12/19 Nursery, Reception and Year 
1 ‘Movie , Fun and Games’ 
3.30pm - 5pm 

03/12/19 Year 6 - Height, weight and 
vision check 

05/12/19 Year 6 - Height, weight and 
vision check 

09/12/19 Nurse Drop In Session 
2.30pm to 3.30pm 

13/12/19 Christmas Jumper Day and 
Christmas Lunch 

13/12/19 Christmas Disco - Years 1,2 
& 3 at 4.00pm to 5.30pm 

13/12/19 Christmas Disco - Years 4,5 
& 6 at 6.00pm to 7.30pm 

16/12/19 Class Parties 

17/12/19 Reception Christmas Play - 
10am to 10:30am 

17/12/19 Year 1 Christmas Play - 
2.15pm to 3.00pm 

18/12/19 Last day of Term - School 
finishes at 1:30pm and LEAP 
After School Club finishes at 
3:30pm 
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Please find below a list of dates for the Spring term. These dates are     
provisional and could be subject to change.  

 
  

06/01/20 Children return to school 

14/01/20 Class 4GB - Ragged School Museum trip 

15/01/20 Classes 4DO & 4ZM - Ragged School Museum trip 

16/01/20 Reception Read, Write and Sleep Event 4:30pm - 5:30pm 

06/02/20 Class Photos will be taken 

14/02/20 Last Day of Term - school finishes at normal time 

17/02/20 to  

21/02/20 

 

February Half -Term 

24/02/20 Children return to school 

05/03/20 World Book Day 

09/03/20  
to  

13/03/20 

Sport Relief Week 

17/03/20 Year 6 Parents Evening 3:30pm - 5:30pm 

18/03/20 Year 6 Parents Evening 3:30pm - 5:30pm 

18/03/20 Year 5 - Voice in a Million concert 

02/04/20 Last day of term—school finishes at 1:30pm 

03/04/20 to  

17/04/20 

 

Easter Holidays 

20/04/20 Children return to school 

20/04/20 to 
24/04/20 

Celebrating ‘William Shakespeare’ week 
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Please find below a list of dates for the Summer term. These dates are      
provisional and could be subject to change. 

 

  

20/04/20 Children return to school 

22/04/20 World Earth Day 

23/04/20 Parents Evening 3:30pm - 8:00pm 

30/04/20 Key Stage 2 (Years 3 to 6) Sports Day 8:30am - 12:30pm 

30/04/20 Reception Sports Day 1:00pm - 3:00pm 

01/05/20 Key Stage 1 (Years 1 to 2) Sports Day 8:30am - 12:00pm 

08/05/20 May Bank Holiday (School closed on this day) 

11/05/20 Children return to school 

11/05/20   
to  

14/05/20 

 

Year 6 SATs  

19/05/20 Year 5 Prospective Residential Mill Rythe Meeting 33:30pm - 5:30pm 

22/05/20 Last day of Term - school closes at normal time 

25/05/20  
to 

29/05/20 

 

May Half -Term 

01/06/20 Children return to school 

02/06/20 Year 6 Residential Mill Rythe Kit Preparation Meeting 3:30pm - 5:30pm 

18/06/20 EYFS International Day - 1:30pm to 2:30pm 

29/06/20  

To 

03/07/20  

 

Year 6 - Residential Mill Rythe Trip 

04/07/20 Summer Fair 

06/07/20 to 
10/07/20 

Year 5 & 6 Bikeability week (Letters will be sent out in May 2020) 

13/07/20 to 
16/07/20 

Year 5 & 6 Bikeability week (Letters will be sent out in May 2020) 

09/07/20 Year 6 Prom - 6:00pm to 8:00pm 

17/07/20 Last Day of Term - school finishes at 1:30pm 
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YEAR 2  - HABITAT WORKSHOP 
Year Two had a wonderful time during their Habitats workshop, which was provided by Wild Science. 
The children met a range of animals including a snake, rabbit and gecko. They discussed where their 
habitats might be and why they may live there.  
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RECEPTION - DISCOVER STORY CENTRE 
On Thursday Reception were visited by ‘Discover Story Telling Outreach’. The children had lots of fun 
exploring the theme of family. We listened to the story ‘Splash’ by Anna Hibiscus". Joanna brought the 
seaside to Larkswood using props and the children's imagination. The children had lots of fun acting 
and sharing their ideas. At the end of the session, the children made cards for special people in their 
own lives.  
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YEAR 4 TREE PLANTING 
On Tuesday, Year 4 visited Larkswood fields with the Pimp Hall Conservation team to plant native 
trees in honour of national tree week! The children worked in pairs and showed fabulous partnership 
and enjoyment. We hope the children will visit their special trees in years to come, well done!  
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YEAR 3 - CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 
This week Year 3 have been busy creating and decorating their own Christmas decorations. These will 
be used to decorate the local Christmas tree at the Mount. The children will be able to go and decorate 
the tree on the 7th of December when the lights will be officially switched on.  

 

 

 

 

BOOK FAIR 

Thank you to FOLS who yet again ran a very successful Book Fair this 
week. It really was a delight to see the children browse the shelves and 
make their own purchase. They enjoyed looking at the prices and    
working out how much change they would get too! Huge thank you to 
Mrs Beaver , Mrs Valen,  Mrs Alvarez , Miss Collymore and others for 
your time! We really appreciate your efforts.   
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YEAR 4 - SCIENCE  
This term in Science, Year 4 have been learning about the digestive system. As part of their home 
learning, we asked the children to make a model of the digestive system, using whatever materials 
they could think of. We have had some fantastic entries from all classes but we were blown away with 
the creativity shown by Milo and Brogan. Milo chose to make his from Lego and Brogan used sweets 
and icing to make her model. Well done! 

 

SCHOOL TOURS 

We will be holding school tours for perspective new parents every Friday at 9.30am - 10.30am. If you, 

your friends or family are interested in attending please register via the school office on 0208 529 

4979.The next tour is scheduled for FRIDAY 6  NOVEMBER 2019. 
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CHRISTMAS DINNER PAYMENT 

Friday 13 December 2019 
 
 

Thank you to all that have returned their child(ren) Christmas meal slips. Just to clarify, the Christmas 
meal will be charged as a normal school meal of £2.20, therefore it will not appear on your ParentPay 
account as a separate/different payment item. 

Those children that are in Key Stage 2 (Years 3 through to 6) and are usually packed lunch and will be 
taking a Christmas meal, you will need to credit your ParentPay account (the school meal payment 
item) with £2.20 before Friday 13 December. 

Reception , Year 1 and Year 2 will not be charged as they fall under the Universal Free School Meal 
government scheme. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate the school office who will be happy to help. 

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY 

Friday 13 December 2019 
 

We would like to join in the fun of National Christmas Jumper Day 2019!  It will be a non-uniform day 
and children are invited to wear a Christmas jumper to school on  FRIDAY 13TH DECEMBER in      

exchange for a coin donation which will be donated to ‘Save the Children’ charity.  

 

Link : https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/christmas-jumper-day/how-you-help 

 

Don’t have a Christmas jumper? Don’t worry, why not make one from an old jumper! You can be as 
creative as you like and there are plenty of ideas on the internet. Alternatively your child can wear    

anything with bright colours. 

 

The Christmas Jumper Day will also coincide nicely with our Christmas dinner day! How amazing it will 
be to see the dinner hall full of festive jumpers and colours! 

https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/christmas-jumper-day/how-you-help
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SUPER BOOK 
 

This week’s Super Book is from 
1ND. It is Eliana’s recommended 
book, she suggested the whole class 
had it as a shared story and we 
loved it! It is called ‘Peace at last’ 
and is by Jill Murphy. The book is 
funny but we also felt so sad for Mr 
Bear who just couldn’t get any sleep. 
We liked it because it really made us 
feel     sympathy for him. We talked 
about the times we haven’t had 
much sleep, we     understand just 
how Mr Bear feels in the story. What 
story makes you feel sad for the 
character?  

KEY STAGE 2 READING CHALLENGE 2019/20 

Our curriculum and school environment promotes ‘reading widely and often’. We know that reading 

widely and engaging in a full range of genres allows children to develop into confident, fluent readers 

who are able to  access texts with a deeper understanding.  

This year, each KS2 pupil is challenged to ‘read widely and often’ across a variety of genres. How 

many of the genres will you cover? Choose your book from a specific genre, read and enjoy it and then 

complete a book review signed by a parent and hand in to your teacher (printed book review forms are 

available from your teacher). It’s that easy. After 5 books you’ll receive a Bronze Certificate. After 12 

you’ll receive a Silver Certificate and at 20 you’ll receive a Gold Certificate and a Gold Reader Pin 

Badge to wear with pride.  

Keep a record of the genres covered on the checklist in the back of your reading record. Don’t forget to 

tick off the chart in class too! Recommended book lists and genre guidance can be found via the 

school website (go to Pupil Zone and then Home Learning Zone) . Good luck!  
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READING CHALLENGE CERTIFICATES 

 

 

We are so proud of Maya! She has read 

and reviewed twelve books since        

September for our KS2 Reading       

Challenge! She has read across a range 

of genres by a variety of authors. She has 

recently read story, poetry and             

information books. She is the first pupil to 

get a silver certificate and now needs 8 

more for Gold and to receive a gold pin 

badge. Keep on reading Maya, you are 

an inspiration!  

These children all received Bronze certificate 

for the KS2 Reading Challenge today. We are 

so impressed with their reading skills. They 

have read and reviewed 5 books each since 

September including traditional stories,       

mystery, poetry and realistic fiction.             

The authors include Roald Dahl, Jacqueline 

Wilson, Jill Murphy and Dick King Smith.  

 I wonder what they’ll read next? They all 

agree that they can’t wait to reach silver! Keep 

reading, once you get the reading bug, you just 

can’t stop!  
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PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION 
We have had some fantastic entries so far and it is wonderful to see our children so enthusiastic about 
our environment. A gentle reminder that the last day for photo entries is next week Thursday 5th       
December.  



LARKSWOOD NEWS 

www.larkswoodlime.london 29 November 2019 

PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION CONTINUED... 

  GENTLE REMINDERS FROM THE SCHOOL OFFICE 

 Reporting Absence 
Parents/carers are responsible for informing the school of any absence by 10am on 0208 529 
4979.  When leaving a message on the absence line, please select option 1 and confirm your 
child's full name, class and the reason for the absence. Absence must be reported daily. 

 Change of Collection/Pick Up                        
We understand that sometimes you may not be able to pick up your child/ren due to unforeseen              
circumstances. Please inform the school office by 2.45pm at the latest, so that we are able to   
inform the class teacher in good time the name of the person who will be collecting instead. 
Thank you for your co-operation and understanding. 
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FRIENDS OF LARKSWOOD PRESENTS…. 

CHRISTMAS DISCO! 

Spaces are limited and tickets are selling fast. Tickets are  available to buy on 
ParentPay. If you don’t have a ParentPay login, please speak to a member of staff 

in the school office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


